YUSUF KHAN AT ST. THOMAS' MOUNT

Khan, Sayyid Fatah All Khan, and other servants of the
Nawwab, and were entrusted to Muhammad Yusuf Khan, who,
in obedience to the command of the Nawwab, started with the
victorious army, covered manzils and reached Chittoor. He
delivered the kind letter to Abdu'l-Wahhab Khan Bahadur and
marched in his company towards Chennapattan. On reaching
Chingleput, he left behind him his equipage, went alone to
Franglkunda1 with his horse and his sword, stayed in the
garden of the Nawwab, and deputed the valiant army to surround
the besiegers and block the ways through which supplies could
come. Consequently, not even a straw could reach the enemy,
whose impudence vanished on account of great weakness.
On the other hand, the affairs of Chennapattan grew strong. The
bridle of courage slipped from the hands of M. Lally. With
the increase of power on this side, Biza AH Khan lost his in all
the sub as of Arcot. The imaginary belief of the zamindars in
the supremacy of the enemy, proved to be a fancied certainty;
the ryots were unconcerned because they were able to hold
their tenancy in peace, and the traders were equally so because
of the facility in transit.

(1) Yusuf Khan and Preston arrived at St. Thomas Mount, where they
were very nearly surprised by a force under Soupire; but the latter found
the defence stronger than he had anticipated, and retreated to San Thome
on the 30th December, 1758. This annoyed M. Lally so much that he post-
poned the opening of some fresh batteries for the siege.
See Orme, History of Indostan, Volume II, page 401; and Love's
Vestiges of Old Madras, Vol, II, p. 545.
217